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proud mother of a daughter, twin sons and a
granddaughter.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to a great and good woman,
Eleanore Druehl Nettle and offer the condo-
lences of the entire House of Representatives
to her family. We are a better community, a
better country and a better people because of
her.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
pay tribute to Bonnie Hudgeons for setting an
example and for providing hope to transplant
patients.

In 1986, Bonnie, a longtime Lake City, Colo-
rado resident, was given blood that was in-
fected with Hepatitis C during her heart by-
pass surgery. Not until 1991, when she had
an angioplasty surgery, did her doctors realize
that she had the infection. In 1997, she was
first considered for a liver transplant, but be-
cause the demand for liver transplants out-
weighs the supply, Bonnie was turned down.
‘‘They thought I was too far gone,’’ she told
Nicole Ashton of Silver World. She persisted
by asking for a second opinion, and this time
her name was added to the waiting list. Bon-
nie’s health deteriorated from there. She fell
into four of five comas, once for a period of
five days and she was unable to care for her-
self even when she was conscious.

In March of 2000, after 14 months on the
waiting list, Bonnie got the okay for a trans-
plant. The surgery lasted for seven hours, and
she had several complications afterward, in-
cluding temporary kidney failure and memory
problems. In spite of the difficulties with the
surgery, Bonnie said, ‘‘I had faith, trusted in
God, and made it through.’’

Bonnie emphasizes her gratitude for her
donor. Through the hospital, she was able to
get in touch with the donor’s family, and they
exchanged letters. Bonnie wrote, for instance,
‘‘I will forever marvel at the miraculous gift of
life an organ donor gives.’’ Bonnie eventually
also met her donor’s parents and sister. ‘‘We
still email back and forth,’’ she said. ‘‘I carry a
picture of Chad in my billfold.’’

Mr. Speaker, Bonnie Hudgeons, who is
sometimes called ‘‘the miracle girl,’’ is a
source of hope for anyone who faces difficult
odds. I would like to pay tribute to her for
sharing her story, and for being an inspiration
both to those who need a transplant and for
those who are contemplating becoming a
donor.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank Steve Rippy for helping to build a suc-
cessful assessor’s office in Garfield County,
Colorado, and to wish him luck on his next en-
deavor as New Castle Town Administrator.

Steve served as Garfield County assessor
for almost seven years, and his total time in
the office amounts to twenty years. In addition,
he served as New Castle Mayor for seven
years and as Councilman for eight years.
Steve was also a member of the Town Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission for fifteen years.

Steve reflected on his time as Garfield
County assessor, telling Mike McKibbin of The
Daily Sentinel, ‘‘I think I’m proudest of a well-
organized and efficient office with appraisals
of property.’’ Steve’s satisfaction is certainly
well founded, as the ‘‘significant reduction in
the number of appeals (of reappraisals)’’ dur-
ing his time there reflects. Certainly related,
too, are Steve’s communication skills. ‘‘We’re
very willing to listen to people,’’ he said.

In addition, Steve demonstrated his ability to
overcome adversity. While the assessor’s of-
fice employed sixteen people when Steve
began working in 1981, they lost nearly one
third of their workers when the oil shale bust
forced the office to lose five employees. How-
ever, under Steve’s direction, the assessor’s
office bounced back nicely. ‘‘Now we’re almost
back to where we were and I think we’re able
to handle so many more new subdivisions,’’
he said.

Certainly, Mr. Speaker, Steve Rippy is an
excellent community servant and a skilled
leader. I would like to congratulate him for a
job well done, and to wish him well on his new
career.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

take this opportunity to pay tribute to Earnest
‘‘Doc’’ Walcher of Gypsum, Colorado. After 25
years of retirement, Doc is now lending his
hand to the town of Gypsum. He and town
manager Jeff Shroll, it turns out, make a great
team as well as good neighbors.

Doc Walcher was born in 1921 in Okla-
homa, and he moved with his family to Gyp-
sum during the Depression. He enlisted in the
Army during World War II as an aircraft me-
chanic, serving at Guadalcanal and in the Phil-
ippines. After the war, he returned to Gypsum,
where he has resided ever since.

Doc served the people of Colorado diligently
before his retirement, working as head super-
visor of the Colorado State Highway Depart-
ment. He helped build and maintain Highway
24, Tennessee Pass, and Interstate 70 over
Vail Pass before retiring in 1976.

Jeff Shroll, Gypsum’s Town Manager, ‘‘no-
ticed that Walcher, who lives directly across
the street. . .had the most manicured and
best-kept lawn in town.’’ Jeff asked Doc if he
might be interested in helping to keep up the
lawns in Turgeonville, a property owned by
Gypsum. Walcher eagerly accepted, and now
that he is working again, he is ‘‘loving every
minute of it,’’ according to Julie Imada-Howard
of the Vail Daily. The feeling seems mutual;
Jeff says that it has been ‘‘great to work with’’
Doc.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to honor Doc
Walcher for his continued service and willing-
ness to help the community. He is truly an in-
spiration to us all.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to honor Dr. Richard
Hoffman, Colorado’s chief medical officer and
state epidemiologist. Richard recently resigned
from his position at the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment, after serv-
ing as state epidemiologist since 1987, and as
chief medical officer since 1998.

Richard has remained active, professional,
and reliable throughout his time with the Colo-
rado Department of Public Health and Envi-
ronment. He has drafted laws, seen his
writings published in over sixty peer-reviewed
journals, written for ten non-peer-review or
public health publications, written two book
chapters and five published letters.

According to Dr. Sue Binder of the National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control divi-
sion of the United States Department of
Health and Human Services, he also directed
one of the division’s most successful traumatic
brain injury (TBI) surveillance projects. In addi-
tion, he helped to launch the Colorado follow-
up registry. These efforts have ‘‘led to the first
credible estimate of TBI-related disability and
health services usage prevalence in the
United States.’’ The Colorado TBI registry,
wrote Dr. Binder, ‘‘blazed the trail for our
planned efforts to create spinal cord injury reg-
istries.’’

In addition, according to a draft of the Colo-
rado Board of Health Resolution, Richard
‘‘epitomizes public health leadership and
leaves an indelible legacy of accomplish-
ments.’’ The resolution says, also, ‘‘Dr. Hoff-
man’s efforts have paved the way for signifi-
cantly improving the health and welfare of our
state’s population.’’ Jane Norton, the executive
director of the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment agrees; she wrote,
‘‘The bottom line is that his efforts have trans-
lated into making Colorado a healthier place to
live and raise a family.’’

Mr. Speaker, Dr. Richard Hoffman’s exper-
tise, leadership, compassion, and hard work
have improved the state of Colorado. I would
like to thank him for his positive influence on
Colorado’s health care, and I wish him well on
his future endeavors. His dedication is cer-
tainly deserving of this honor.
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Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
honor a remarkable individual who performs a
remarkable service, and has for more than 22
years. Just this past May, Capt. Milton R.
Waldrop, better known as Capt. Wally
Waldrop, retired from Lake Piloting.

Born in Texas, Capt. Waldrop joined the
Navy in 1948, serving aboard the aircraft car-
rier USS Tarawa, which served as embassy
protection during the Chinese Revolution in
1948, He left the service in 1952 and moved
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